
Holmeswood Mission Statement 
As a fellowship of Christ’s followers, our mission is to fashion our lives after Christ’s and to embrace our world with God’s transforming love. 

 

  
  
  

THE LENTEN SEASONTHE LENTEN SEASON  
Holmeswood will work with the theme of the Stations of the Cross during Lent, beginning February 17 with an Ash 
Wednesday service at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Each Sunday during Lent, an installation of one of the Stations of the 
Cross will be erected in the Sanctuary. During Holy Week you will be given an opportunity to take a meditative prayer walk 
through the Stations. The practice of Stations of the Cross began in the Middle Ages, where the ritual took place in the 
streets outside the church and the congregation would actually travel from ‘Station’ to ‘Station’. The number of Stations 
varies with the tradition, and we will  erect six or seven Stations. The “Stations” Musical, February 28 at 5:00 p.m. will in-
clude 15 Stations. 

 
We are so pleased that Visitation Church has agreed to share with us their wonderful musical drama, “Stations” February 
28 at 5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. With a feeling and style similar to “Godspell” this is a full-scale professional musical/
comedy/drama which uses as its base the Stations of the Cross, applying the profound truths of Holy Week to our own 
living and dying. They are bringing a cast and crew of over 25 people ranging in age from 13 to 63. Don’t miss this delight-
ful yet moving event as you prepare your heart and mind for Lent. A wonderful experience for all ages. A love offering will 
be taken to cover their expenses. 
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Life Together…Following Jesus in the Everydayness of Life 
  
 The season of Epiphany gives way to Lent and this will be our path 
toward a deeper awareness of God at work in and through us. It would be 
easy to hole-up in the spiritual nature of those seasons and, on occasion, that 
kind of withdrawal from the outside world is appropriate, even helpful. Mostly, 
we stand in need of finding pathways back to the world in which we live. So 
we spiritualize the stories as we can which nurture us in our commitment to 
Christ so we might live the story and not just hide within it. The stories can be 
considered as stories of another time about which we read and study to better 
understand our own world. 
 Often I look upon the stories as those larger than my own, simply 
because the Lord is in them. “Curious as a kitten,” we might say and thus we 
read the stories of Jesus and soak in their meaning with an eye on how they 
might inform our own struggles. These stories of Luke we will be reading and 
studying and preaching from in this season is a chance to see my story in the 
shadow of a larger story. 
 This past month as I’ve traveled around Israel with the group of 
travelers from Holmeswood, I have been reading Wendell Berry’s Jayber 
Crow, his rich novel of simple country life. Jayber is an orphan boy who grew 
up among the small villages along a river in Kentucky. Having felt the calling 
to preach, he came to see that this was not a life he wanted to live, so he took 
his barber scissors and comb and set himself up as the village barber who cut 
the heads of any who would step across the threshold of his shop. It was a 
place where men and boys could gather to talk and gossip about the town’s 
small life. 
 Jayber Crow is about the power of stories and how they give mean-
ing to the everydayness of life. Telling a story, he observes, is like sticking 
your hand in a granary of wheat. No matter how much you pull out, there is 
always more than can be told. I like the power of a good story and there’s 
always more to the story than we can imagine ever telling. 
 These next few weeks, we’ll be exploring the power of stories told 
about the teaching and healing ministry of Jesus along the Sea of Galilee. 
While the lake is really quite large, the villages that line the western and 
northern shores of that lake are typically close enough together that one can 
visit them one after another with only a brief walk separating them. In the 
midst of those simple fishing villages, Jesus withdraws from the crowds and 
even from the larger group of disciples to climb a mountaintop where he en-
counters Moses and Elijah and where the three disciples who accompany him 
are slack-jawed at what they see and experience. In true transcendent fash-
ion, the experience is decidedly beyond words. They mutter a few words but 
mostly their words fall short of being relevant. 
 In mid-January a dozen of us explored the area of the Galilee in a 
trip that carried us up to the northern border of modern-day Israel where the 
borders of Lebanon and Syria were close. We traveled the shoreline of the 
Galilee and visited towns and villages where our stories this month originate. 
Mid-trip, we journeyed south of the Galilee to the Salty Sea (Dead Sea) 
where we visited the two-thousand year old ruins of Qumran and the majestic 
refuge of Masada. We spent a night in a resort on the shore of that salt sea 
and experienced the desert of the Judean Wilderness before climbing up to 
Jerusalem where our journey took us to the shared turf of the Islamic, Jewish 
and Christian faiths. We tried to take in the places where Jesus stood before 
the powers that held his life and death in their hands. We visited the holy sites 
made sacred because of the one who filled them with life and power. 
 The season before us is alive with wonder as we live the story 
within the story. I hope you will come to worship ready to let the story live 
within you. 
 

IN SYMPATHY 
Holmeswood Baptist Church extends Christian sympathy to: 

 Dr. Kelly Fitzgerald, former Holmeswood Pastor, upon the 
death of his wife, Frances, October 6, 2009. His address is: 
9351 Siegen Lane, Ste. 117, Baton Rouge LA 70810. 
 The Sandra Franco Family upon the death of her mother 
December 20. 
 The Mike Goff Family upon the death of Sylvester Worstell, 
December 25 and Alma Ausburn, January 6, uncle and aunt of Bobbi. 
 The Larry Hall Family upon the death of Cyola Ratliff, sister 
of Shirley Hall, January 4. 
 The Family and Friends of Faye Carpenter upon her death 
January 4. Faye had been a member of HBC for over 50 years. 
 The Jack Rhoads Family upon the death of Cynthia Nelson 
January 11. 
    

IN APPRECIATION 
Holmeswood, 
I was just clumsy when I fell at drama practice in November. God has 
blessed me with healing and taught me patience because it takes just 
so much time for a broken femur to mend. I cherish all the love behind 
the prayers, cards sent, phone calls, visits, food prepared, and trans-
portation provided. You lifted my spirits when I was feeling low by your 
genuine concern. I am almost back to normal. Thank you, Holmes-
wood...you are very special people! 

Harriet Bennett 
 

We would like to thank everyone for the cards and encouraging words 
after the loss of my sister, Cyola, to cancer. More importantly, we thank 
each of you for the prayers for Cyola over the past six and one-half 
years—prayers are so powerful and meant so much to each member 
of our family. It was a long journey, but we know that she has the ulti-
mate victory over cancer—spending eternity with God. 

Larry & Shirley Hall 
 

Thank you, Holmeswood Family, for the generous love offering you 
gave to me at my resignation. You have all helped me grow as a minis-
ter and I will forever cherish our time spent together in service to God 
and one another. 

Tammy Jackson Gill 
♥     ♥     ♥     ♥     ♥     ♥     ♥     ♥     ♥     ♥ 

 

KANSAS CITY RESCUE MISSION 
THANKSGIVING DINNER COORDINATOR POSITION 

The Mission Team is looking for a KCRM  
Thanksgiving Dinner Coordinator. 

If this sparks your attention, please call Kathy Pickett 
for more information. 

♥     ♥     ♥     ♥     ♥     ♥     ♥     ♥     ♥     ♥ 
 

ANCHORS CO-DIRECTOR 
We are delighted that Ann Garrison has stepped forward to co-direct 
our Anchors program alongside Kim Snyder, who we announced ear-
lier. Ann brings a deep sense of calling as well as great giftedness to 
this ministry. God is certainly blessing us with these two dynamic lead-
ers. 



 “The Youth Group” News 
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Sundays, 9:30—10:30 a.m. BFG 
Re-Imagining the Future 

 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR 
Spring Retreat: Friday, March 26—Saturday, March 27 

 

Summer Mission Trip:  July 3—11, 2010 
More information coming soon … 

 

Youth Ministry Volunteer Opportunities: 
Parent Callers for Special Events 

Fund Raising Organizer 
Holiday Market Coordinator 
Drivers and Driver Organizer 

Organizer for Special Fun Events 
(Please contact Kathy Pickett) 

  

  
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2010VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2010  
Mark your calendar: July 20—22, 2010 

Please place VBS on your daily prayer list and begin praying for  
the success of this wonderful ministry opportunity now. 

 
FINANCIAL UPDATE 

        Pledge-to-date Receipts (10-30-06) ............................. $618,054 
        Pledge-to-date Needs (10-30-06)................................. $675,045 
        Pledge Shortfall ............................................................ $  56,991 
 

BE A ROLE MODEL … 
 The Children’s Mission Team has been reading and discussing 
the book, A Framework for Understanding Poverty by Ruby Payne. Though 
not a new book, many pastors, teachers and social workers have read it. 
Our church already supports several programs to provide food, clothes and 
utility money for this community in partnership with the Center School Dis-
trict, but for children to move past the poverty level and provide for them-
selves as adults, they need an education. Many children living in poverty 
struggle in school and some have given up, even at a young age. The 
book indicates how schools, workplaces, and even churches operate on 
middle class rules, and to be successful, children living in poverty need to 
learn these middle class rules. What struck me the most about the book 
are the three reasons given for children moving from poverty to middle 
class. They move because their home life is unbearable, because they 
have a talent, or because of role models. The first two reasons would 
probably be a small percentage, which leaves number three, role models. 
Everyone in our church, from preschool to senior adult is important as a 
role model to all of our children, and especially children living at or below 
the poverty level. Even if you don’t work directly with children, your exam-
ple and your love can make a difference. We have recently seen such a 
difference in a few families who have made our church their home. Re-
gardless of income level or class we all need the opportunity to learn to-
gether and discover what it means to live as Christ’s community. 

Kim Schwaller 
♥    ♥     ♥     ♥      ♥     ♥     ♥     ♥     ♥     ♥     ♥     ♥     ♥     ♥     ♥     ♥ 
Dear Churches, 
 With all the rush and imperative to “just do something” in Haiti … 
it is important to remember that the best way to help is through financial 
contributions.  
 We have fresh memories of Katrina areas being bombarded with 
“well intentioned stuff” that ended up piled in shopping center parking lots 
to collect rain and later hauled to landfill dumps. Clothing that was sent 
was unused and piled up on beaches only to be burned after it had been 
ruined by rain.   
 Continue to pray for CBF personnel already on the ground in 
Haiti and their many partners during this difficult time. The Fellowship will 
be involved in Haiti for the long haul and it will be later on that volunteer 
groups and supplies will be needed. 
 We are hearing good reports of churches receiving offerings for 
Haiti relief … those gifts can be mailed directly to CBF in Atlanta. 

Harold A. Phillips 
Coordinator, CBF of Missouri 

 

To see daily prayer requests from CBF personnel go to the website: 
http://www.thefellowship.info/Pray 

To make a contribution by phone, call toll free 1-800-352-8741.To make a 
contribution by mail, send your check payable to Cooperative Baptist Fel-
lowship, P.O. Box 101699, Atlanta GA 30392. To designate your gift, indi-
cate the account on the memo line. If you need assistance in making a 
donation, please email us at: igive@thefellowship.info or call us toll free 1-
800-352-8741 or contact Kathy Pickett at Holmeswood.  

 

 

Notification of Proposed Motion to Amend  
the Church Constitution and Bylaws 

At the November Quarterly church business meeting, Pastor 
Keith Herron presented a motion to amend the Watchcare mem-
bership limitations as stated in our Revised Constitution and 
Bylaws (2007). Those limitations in their current form include: 
Voting, holding church office, serving as deacon, on the church 
council, or on the Board of Directors. To be clear, the proposed 
amendment removes these membership restrictions as to how 
watchcare members can serve the needs of the church. This 
motion has been discussed with both the Deacons and Church 
Council. According to the Constitution and Bylaws, any amend-
ment must receive two-thirds approval in order to be adopted. 
The motion is as follows: 
 

I move the adoption of the following substitute paragraph to 
read as follows: 
b. Watchcare Membership 
         2.  Candidates for membership who are older than thir-
 teen (13) years of age may be received for member-
 ship under the watchcare of the Church on the recom-
 mendation of the Senior Pastor. Watchcare members 
 may request regular membership upon the concur-
 rence of the Senior Pastor. 
 

This motion will be presented for discussion and approval  
at the February 24 Church Business Meeting. 



MEDIA CENTER NEWS 
 
A SPECIAL TREAT 
Stones Into Schools by Greg Mortenson, author of Three Cups of Tea, was donated by Janice Frank. The author was in Kansas City 
recently to discuss his new book and Janice heard him speak and purchased a copy for our library. Mortenson picks up in this book 
where Three Cups of Tea left off in 2003. He tells about ongoing efforts to establish schools for girls in Afghanistan and ways he has 
built relationships with Afghan leaders. He shares his vision to promote peace through education and literacy. Over the past 16 years 
his nonprofit Central Asia Institute has built more than 130 schools in remote regions of Pakistan and Afghanistan, most of them for 
girls. Janice shared this quote from Mortenson: “There is an African Proverb I learned as a child in Tanzania. If you educate a boy, 
you educate an individual. If you educate a girl, you educate a community.” Mortenson is the founder of “Pennies for Peace” to fund 
the schools. See www.penniesforpeace.org. Ask Janice about this book. 
 
IN MEMORY OF KATHRYN CHAPIN 
In memory of her mother, Sharon Hill has given Cast of Characters by Max Lucado. Lucado tells 22 stories of favorite Bible charac-
ters who were imperfect and very human. God used them and he can use us today. 
 
VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
If you have library experience and computer skills, we need your help to catalog books. Please call Pat at 816-941-3755. 
 
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 
Thanks to Janice Frank, Bob Landon, Barbette Sanders, Sharon Hill and Bonnie Dysart. 

Pat Tennison 



FAITH COMMUNITY HEALTHFAITH COMMUNITY HEALTH  
Lora Lau, RN 

  
 February is American Heart Month. The Faith Community Health Team will be checking 
blood pressures every Sunday in the month of February. Members of the team will be available in 
the Galleria from 9:00—9:45 AM February 7, 14, 21, 28. Please take advantage of this opportunity 
to have your blood pressure checked. 

 Heart disease develops over a period of time. Now is the 
right time to become aware of prevention and control of risk factors 
for heart disease. Heart disease is high on the list of cause of deaths. Several organizations are empha-
sizing heart health throughout February. Friday, February 5, 2010 is The American Heart Association’s 
“Wear Red Day.” This campaign is an awareness building program particularly concerning heart disease in 
women. Join many people throughout the country by wearing red clothing on February 5. 
 The National Heart, Lung and Blood Institutes of the National Institute of Health also join this 
campaign with “The Heart Truth” campaign. If you go to the American Heart Association or the National 
Institute of Health online, you will find so much information, including a personal plan for you, cookbooks, 
fact sheets, etc. The first step is being educated and informed. The second step is to choose your own 
goals to help yourself be healthy. 

 ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥   ♥    

  MISSIONS AND WITNESS 
 

FOOD PANTRY 
Please remember your adopted food items for the Food Pantry.  

You may bring your contribution any time and leave it in the church workroom. 
 

PLASTIC BAG 911 
Please continue to bring plastic grocery store sized bags for community assistance ministries. 

We cannot use any other size bag and Target bags are our favorite! 
 

BEST CHOICE LABELS—BAR CODE ATTACHED 
We are still collecting Best Choice labels with the bar code attached. 

Please leave them in the basket on table by Barbara’s desk. 
 

COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP GLOBAL MISSIONS OFFERING  
Giving to date:  $1,755.00 

 

GLOBAL GIFT GIVING 
This past Christmas we tried something new in the way of offering Global support to our CBF Global Ministries. Members were  
encouraged to consider “gifting” a friend or relative with a global gift. We had three participants who gifted our CBF missionaries 

with the following: 
7 books in Spanish 

5 Children’s Bible Storybooks 
1 Wooden Bookcase 

5 Home Bibles in India 
1 Hungarian Good News New Testament for a Gandhi Student 

Food for one day for all the Children in the Skopie School 
20 Anti-fever and pain medication kits 

10 Basic medical consultations 
5 Medical x-rays 

3 Dental Services for North Africa Refugees 
 

Thank you for sharing your Peace, Hope, Joy and Love with the world! 
 



THANK YOU, HOLMESWOOD, FOR CONTINUED SUPPORT 
Thank you, Holmeswood, for your continued support to keep our school supply cabinets ready. We are always in need of:  

Wide ruled Notebook Paper & Pens and Pencils 
Another of our ministries also needs our help: Holmeswood Early Education Center needs supplies: 

AC-3 BFG: CHILDREN’S CLASSROOM REFURBISHING PROJECT 
 AC-3 Bible Fellowship Group made the decision on August 30, 2009 to refurbish four bathrooms in the children’s classrooms. 
The bathrooms were not being used due to condition of the plumbing, poor lighting and extreme noise from exhaust fans. The cost pro-
jection for refurbishing these areas was $1,200.00. Actual Cost: $1,131.65. Donations received: $1,650.00 
 While working on the bathrooms, a major leak occurred in the small kitchen in the children’s area. The plumber discovered a 
fracture in the drain pipe and the sink was removed and the plumbing capped. We advised the class we were replacing the counter top 
and making the area a workroom for the children’s educational staff. Cost: $112.25. 
 We also determined the lighting in the classrooms hallway to be very inadequate. We replaced the lighting for a cost of 
$180.00. The classroom shades were in such bad condition and there were enough funds to replace shades in three rooms (six windows) 
with 2” plantation blinds for a cost of $232.26. The other classroom has adequate shutters, but blinds would better serve them. 
 Thank you, AC-3 BFG, for all the support received. We believe for a class our size this was a large project with a successful 
conclusion. Total Cost: $1,656.16. If your class or a group of individuals would be interested in adopting a project as a missional opportu-
nity, please contact Joanne Sappington for a list of ongoing work projects. 

Jerry Strack 
 

ARE YOU A SUPPORTIVE RECYCLER? 
 Thanks to the collected efforts of so many, Kansas City Area Paper Retriever bins recycled enough paper in 2009 to save 
countless natural resources. Together we eliminated the need for over 408,000 trees to be cut down and one million tons of air pollution 
from being produced. We also saved more than 98 million kilowatts of electricity, 72,000 cubic yards of landfill space and over 168 million 
gallons of water. Your commitment to reducing your organization’s carbon footprint has made a tremendous difference in 2009! 
 All the recycled paper collected is used to make recycled newspaper. We are a full circle recycler. That means we collect, sort, 
ship and turn old paper into recycled-content newsprint at our paper mill that could end up on your doorstep within a month. Thank you 
for choosing to be a part of this full circle recycling program! 
 You will find additional support materials and your Recycling Scorecard on our website at www.PaperRetriever.com. Thank you 
for your continued support of the Paper Retriever Program! We look forward to watching your paper tons grow! ! ! 

 

Amy Gregovich 
Recycling Coordinator 

 

 
 

GIRLS ON MISSION 2010—WINDERMERE CONFERENCE CENTER 
MARCH 19—20, DEADLINE:  FEBRUARY 14, 2010 

We will leave the church at 11:00 a.m. to participate in preconference activities (which we miss every year). Girls in Grades 1—6 are 
encouraged to participate. Pin Parties:  February 28 after second service (lunch provided) and March 3 during Missions. Cost per child is 
$72.34. (Monetary assistance is available for those wanting to participate, but unable to provide funds). Please contact Bobbi Scott with 
questions or concerns:  the jcway@yahoo.com, 816-361-0860 or 816-522-5376.  
 

Registration forms are available at the church office. 

Scotch Tape Glue Sticks Washable Glue ♥ Washable Tempera Paints ♥ 
Masking Tape Washable Markers Colored Construction Paper ♥  

♥  US Toy has the following items:  Washable Tempera Paints, gallon size for $11.49; 500 sheets of Construction Paper (10 colors) $9.45 
      Gallon of Washable Glue $9.99.   

The Early Education Director, Sherrie Thummel, tells me teachers will gladly refill their smaller containers. 
If you would prefer to donate cash, I am willing to do your shopping. You may contact Kathy Pickett or me: 

Cheryl Powell 



 
December 27 (Church Cancelled)  
Bible Friends/Bible Fellowship  
8:30 a.m. Worship Service  
10:45 a.m. Worship Service  
Pledge Received $19,515 
 
 
January 3, 2010  
Bible Friends/Bible Fellowship 96 
8:30 a.m. Worship Service 33 
10:45 a.m. Worship Service 92 
Pledge Received $6,106 
 
 
January 10  
Bible Friends/Bible Fellowship 234 
8:30 a.m. Worship Service 87 
10:45 a.m. Worship Service 162 
Pledge Received $11,050 
 
 
January 17  
Bible Friends/Bible Fellowship 217 
8:30 a.m. Worship Service 70 
10:45 a.m. Worship Service 149 
Pledge Received $10,727 
 
January 24  
Bible Friends/Bible Fellowship 221 
8:30 a.m. Worship Service 91 
10:45 a.m. Worship Service 148 
Pledge Received $14,419 
 
 
 

2/01 Ginger Shew, Jeremiah Waters 
 

2/02 Catherine Flavin 
 

2/03 Dan French 
 

2/04 Doris Allen 
 

2/05 Dan Anderson, Ron Garrison, Larry Hall 
 

2/06 Dinah Wise, Dorothy Woodley 
 

2/07 Stan Samborski, Aubrey Zey 
 

2/08 James Hendrix, Juanita Springate 
 

2/09 Jesse Lininger 
 

2/10  Wilma Carson, Chuck Loomis, Elizabeth Warner 
 

2/12 Jack Bartmess, Philip Young 
 

2/13 Jennifer Bowen, Jessie Kennedy, Hayley Woods 
 

2/14 P. J. Beasley, Mary Helen Brummel, Joan Dyer 
 Addison Hammack, Zachary Hendrix, 
 Debbie Morrison 
 

2/15 Linda Trokey 
 

2/17 Jean Haley 
 

2/18 Marcella McBride, Ben Newton, Daniel Smith 
 

2/19 Isaiah Hendrix, Karis Thompson 
 

2/20 Sandy Allen, Leo Gieringer, Joel Jenkins 
 

2/21 Merla Rankin, John Wolfe 
 

2/22 Catherine Cresswell, Casey Reeves, 
 Brittany Steveson 
 

2/23 Julie Dickerson, Don Duvall, Steve Hanch, 
 Julia Simpson 
 

2/24 Byrl Hodgson, Zachary Humbard, 
 Sherri Laws, Joshua Scott 
 

2/25 Lori Brettell, Vivian Franklin 
 

2/27 Andy Gleason, Velma Morris 
 

2/28 Ryan Burnett, Sue Johnson 
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